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The Maine Commission for Community Service

105 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333

voice: 207-624-7792    email:  Service.Commission@maine.gov

www.maineservicecommission.gov
Code of Ethics

for appointed members of

the Maine Commission for Community Service
The proper operation of democratic government requires that members of Commissions appointed by the Governor, specifically, the Maine Commission for Community Service, be fair, impartial and responsive to the needs of the people and each other in the performance of their respective functions and duties; that decisions and policy be made in proper channels of the governmental structure; that commission membership not be used for personal gain; and that Commission members maintain a standard of conduct that will inspire public confidence in the integrity of the Commissions activities.  

In recognition of these goals a Code of Ethics is herby established for all Commission members and Commission officers now existing or hereafter appointed.

(1)  A Commission member shall not divulge to an unauthorized person, confidential information acquired in the course of Commission duties in advance of the time prescribed for its authorized release to the public.

(2) A Commission member shall not represent his or her personal opinion as that of a government agency.

(3) A Commission member shall use personnel resources, property, and funds under the Commissioner’s  official  direction and control judiciously and solely in accordance with prescribed constitutional, statutory, and regulatory procedures and not for personal gain or benefit.

(4) Commission members engaged in resource development activities associated with official Commission business shall not solicit or accept a gift or loan of money, goods, services, or other thing of value from a person, business, agency, or organization for which the commission has an oversight, granting, or controlling responsibility.  

(5) A Commission member shall not solicit or accept a gift or loan of money, goods, services, or other thing of value for the benefit of a person or organization, other than a business activity of the Commission, which tends to influence the manner in which the Commission member or another Commission member performs official duties.

(6) A Commission member shall not engage in a business transaction in which the Commissioner may profit from his or her official position or authority or benefit financially from confidential information which the Commissioner member has obtained or may obtain by reason of that position or authority. 

(7) A Commission member shall not engage in or accept employment or render services to a private or public interest when that employment or service is incompatible or in conflict with the discharge of the Commission member’s official grant-making and oversight duties or when that employment may tend 
to impair his or her independence of judgment or action in the performance of official grant-related duties. For detailed guidance on grant-related conflicts of interest, Commission members should consult the policy addressing this issue.

 (8) A Commission member shall not participate in the negotiation or execution of contracts, making of loans, granting of subsidies, fixing of rates, issuance of permits or certificates, or other regulation or supervision relating to a business entity in which the Commission member has a financial or personal interest. For detailed guidance on conflicts of interest related to purchasing and contracting, Commission members should consult the State of Maine laws and regulations pertaining to these functions as well as this Commission’s policy on potential Conflicts of Interest related to selecting National Service Grants.
Adopted: 16 March 2007
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